WYB REC SOCCER
How to Follow a Code of Conduct for
Youth Soccer Parents/Guardians

In negotiating the world of youth soccer, it is helpful to the players, the coach and the parents or
guardians to understand what is expected of them. A parent code of conduct helps establish the
rules.

& Bieps:

1.

Understand the coach and team philosophy. If you don't know the goals of the team (for
example, player development versus competition), ask them to be spelled out at the meeting.

. Send your children ready to play. They should be properly fed and clothed, and they should

arrive on time.

. Support the team, but do not instruct the players. It confuses your child and others, and

undermines the efforts of the coach.

. Avoid confusion when cheering. Do not say anything that is a command, such as "Pass it,"

"Shoot," or "Boot the ball."

. Use positive encouragement instead. This would include such comments as "Way to go,"

"Nice effort," or "Stay with it."

. Refrain from speaking to officials, unless it is to say thank you after the game. If you have

guestions or concerns with the referees, relay the information to the parent manager, who will
take it to the coach.

. Speak to the coach at the proper time. If you have concerns, use the telephone. If it is about a

game, let the dust settle for a couple of days first.

. Report to the coach all injuries, special medical conditions (such as asthma) or extenuating

circumstances (such as lack of sleep or family crisis) that may affect the player.

Give out your own code of conduct. If you're a soccer coach, you'll make everyone's

experience a lot more positive.

Have your child read your code of conduct. It will help him or her know what is expected of
you.

Set up a parent meeting to discuss conduct. If your coach or parent manager has not already
done so, ask him or her to hold it at the beginning of the season.



